PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED:
We pray for Tony Thorp and Bernice Winston who have died recently and
we remember also Kenneth Lettman, Bruno Astolfo, Zenobia, Jerzy & Jerzy
Jnr Danilenko, Rory Burke, Ann Fitzgerald, Thomas Ajayi, Teresa Reilly,
Johnny Fergusson, Jim Burke, Blanca Dias and all the faithful departed.
May they rest in peace
OUR SATURDAY MORNING MASS IS OFFERED
FOR THE SICK AND THE HOUSEBOUND

THIRTY-THIRD WEEK OF THE YEAR
Sat 20th

10.00 am The Sick and the Housebound
5.30 pm Kenneth Lettman (RIP - anniv)

Sun 21st
CHRIST
THE KING

9.00 am Pro Populo
10.30 am Bruno Astolfo (RIP)
12.00 pm Zenobia, Jerzy and Jerzy Jnr.
Danilenko (RIP)
6.00 pm Tony Thorp (RIP - LD)

Mon 22nd
9.30 am
St Cecilia, Virgin & Martyr
Tue 23rd
9.30 am
2.30 pm
Wed 24th
9.30 am
St Andrew Dung-Lac, Pr
& Companions, Martyrs
Thu 25th
9.30 am
Fri 26th
9.30 am
12.00 pm
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SICK AND RETIRED PRIESTS FUND
Most priests offer their resignation at the age of 75, but many continue to
serve. Through this annual collection we ensure that no priest is worried
about meeting essential costs during their senior years and no retired or sick
priest is left without support. By giving a gift to the Sick & Retired Priests’
Fund, you will help ensure that all of our sick and retired priests are cared
for at their time of need, after years of service to God and their parishioners.
The collection will be taken up after all Masses this weekend.
Thank you so much for your generosity.

Rory Burke (RIP - anniv)
Bruno Astolfo (RIP)
St Anthony Prayer Group
Ann Fitzgerald (RIP - anniv)
Thomas Ajayi (RIP - anniv)
American Thanksgiving
Funeral - Bernice Winston (RIP)

Sat 27th

10.00 am The Sick and the Housebound
12.30 pm Holy Baptism
5.30 pm Johnny Fergusson (RIP)

Sun 28th
FIRST SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

9.00 am
10.30 am
12.00 pm
6.00 pm

Pro Populo
Teresa Reilly (RIP)
Jim Burke (RIP)
Blanca Dias (RIP)

All Masses in November are offered for the Holy Souls.
ALL MASSES ARE ONLINE AT: www.stthomasfulham.com
THE PARISH OFFICE IS OPEN MON / TUE / WED / THURS /
AND FRI FROM 11.00 AM UNTIL ABOUT 3 PM

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
Dear Catechists/Volunteers, after a prolonged absence of the children's
liturgy due to the pandemic, we are pleased to announce that we are looking
to restart on the first Sunday of Advent - 28th November. If you have
previously been a catechist for the children's liturgy or are interested in
becoming one, please contact Deacon Wayne by email or
speak to him after mass.
ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY SCHOOL

“You are invited to tour St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School with
the Head of School, every Wednesday at 9.30am during term time. Come and see
our school and hear from our staff on how St Thomas of Canterbury could be the
perfect start to your child’s education. Please call 020 7385 8165 or email admin@stthomasrc.lbhf.sch.uk for more info.”
It is a particular pleasure for us to welcome to our 10.30 Mass today
Mrs Karen Wyatt, Executive Headteacher
who will speak to us about our wonderful school.

COLLECTION FOR LAST SUNDAY
£1800.35
pre-pandemic £1810
Thank you for your generosity.

Dear Brothers and sisters,
This Sunday we celebrate the solemnity of Christ the King.
When we think of kings, we think of pomp and ceremony,
privilege and status. When Jesus was brought before Pilate he
must have seemed a very unlikely candidate for kingship. It is
tempting to think that Pilate asked his question, ‘Are you the
king of the Jews?’ in a tone of disbelief. Earlier in that gospel
of John from which we read this morning we are told that the people wanted to
crown Jesus as their king, after he had fed them in the wilderness with bread and
fish. However, in response to that expectation of him, Jesus withdrew into the
hills by himself. It seems that Jesus struggled to get across to people that the
kingdom of God was not an earthly kingdom, a political kingdom. This was his
message to Pilate in this morning’s gospel reading: ‘My kingdom is not of this
world’. It is not a kingdom that is established or defended by force of arms or that
wages military campaigns against other kingdoms.
Yet, the kingship of Jesus, the kingship of God present through Jesus, made
claims on Pilate, and continues to make claims on all earthly kingdoms, indeed on
all men and women, whether they are in positions of power or not. Whereas Jesus
denies that he is a king, in the sense in which Pilate understood that term, he
claims to be king in another sense. He embodies the rule of God which is the rule
of truth. As king he bears witness to God’s truth in this world and he calls on all
men and women, including the likes of Pilate, to be on the side of truth. To be on
the side of truth is to listen to the voice of Jesus who is the Truth. The king of
truth calls on all of us to be people of truth.
Many people at a personal level will have heard truthful but disturbing news about
their state of health. Yet, we know that if there is ever to be healing, the truth of
our physical condition needs to be faced. This is the case not only with bodily
breakdown but also with the breakdown of relationships between individuals or
communities. If there is to be healing in a relationship, both parties need to look
truthfully at what has gone wrong.
Yet, although as a society and as a church we have taken the path of truth more
wholeheartedly, in other ways truth can still take quite a hammering. When we
read some of our newspapers it is tempting to wonder about the value that is put
on the pursuit of truth. A good story, the kind that is believed to sell newspapers,
is often identified with a sensational story, rather than a truthful story. If we look
honestly at our own lives, we would probably have to acknowledge that at times
we can all be economical with the truth for reasons of self-interest. In the culture
in which we live, there can be a strong temptation to be less than honest and truthful in the way we relate to each other and in how we deal with various
organizations and institutions. Yet, honesty and truthfulness are fundamental
gospel values. People of integrity, people of truth, are not far from the kingdom of

People of integrity, people of truth, are not far from the kingdom of God,
even if they have no explicit religious belief. Jesus’ call to Pilate to show
himself to be on the side of truth continues to be addressed to all of us.
When, as followers of Jesus who is the truth, we try to live by the truth,
God’s kingdom will take stronger root among us. Today’s feast calls on
us to work for the coming of God’s kingdom by bearing witness to the
truth as courageously as Jesus did.

Deacon Wayne

NOTICES:
SOCIAL DISTANCING:
Please do not crowd into the benches.
Should you not wish anyone to sit next to you please take one of the
small laminated cards and place it on the seat beside you - return it to
the basket at the end of Mass.
MASKS: The wearing of masks is not obligatory. But wearing a mask
helps many to feel more confident, so, although it is a voluntary decision
we encourage people to do so.
TRACK AND TRACE: The opportunities for Track and Trace will remain
in place and people are encouraged to maintain
this discipline.
PLEASE CONTINUE TO GEL YOUR HANDS

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults

The parish will be running a series of talks for adults who are interested in
becoming members of the Catholic Church. Please let the parish office
have your details, either by phone or by email so that a first meeting can
be arranged. Please note that this course is also for those adults who may
not have received the Sacrament of Confirmation when they were young.
Once again just get in touch and we’ll take it from there.
CHRISTMAS CARDS
Are you thinking about your Christmas cards? Then think no
further! A generous selection of religious cards will be on sale from the
Presbytery. Buying these cards will help the wonderful work of ACN.
Your purchases will support the suffering Church throughout the world.

ALTAR SERVERS
We have a tradition here at St Thomas' of having an excellent team of
dedicated Altar servers. Now that things are returning to normal, we
would like to encourage all previous servers and anybody who has made
their First Holy Communion, and is interested in becoming a server to
contact Deacon Wayne by email or speak to him after mass, so that we can
arrange some training and prepare a rota for servers at every mass.

