
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 

We pray for Jim Izzard, Martin Boyle, Catherine Ruddy, Dorrie Cairns, Mary  
Waters, Eunice Williams and David Guest who have died recently and remember 
also Marcial Comesana,  Luz Lopez, John Imo, June Ogundiran, Patricia McNelis 

and all the faithful departed. May they rest in peace. 
OUR SATURDAY MORNING MASS IS OFFERED  

FOR THE SICK AND THE HOUSEBOUND 
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THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
Sat 23rd 10.00 am The Sick and the Housebound 
  5.30 pm       Marcial Comesana (RIP - anniv) 
 
Sun 24th   9.00 am Catherine Ruddy (RIP) 
THIRD SUNDAY  10.30 am Jim Izzard (RIP) 
IN ORDINARY  12.00 noon Luz Lopez (RIP - anniv) 
TIME   6.00 pm Pro Populo 
 
Mon 25th   9.30 am John Imo (RIP) 
Conversion of St Paul   12 noon Funeral Mass: Mary Waters (RIP) 
Tue 26th   9.30 am The Holy Souls 
Ss Timothy & Titus 12.30 pm Funeral Mass: Jim Izzard (RIP)   
Wed 27th   9.30 am June Ogundiran (RIP - anniv) 
Thu 28th   9.30 am Martin Boyle (RIP) 
St Thomas Aquinas 
Fri 29th   9.30 am Patricia McNelis (RIP - anniv) 
 
Sat 30th 10.00 am The Sick and the Housebound 
  5.30 pm      Eunice Williams (RIP) 
 
Sun 31st   9.00 am Claire Lonegan (intentions) 
FOURTH SUNDAY  10.30 am Pro Populo 
IN ORDINARY       12.00 noon Christine Cannon (RIP) 
TIME   6.00 pm Vince Reape (RIP) 
  

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL MASSES ARE ONLINE AT:                   
www.stthomasfulham.com 

DURING THIS TIME OF HEIGHTENED RESTRICTIONS                        
THE ATTENDANCE OF MR GERALD DALY NEEDS TO BE 

CHANGED. THE OFFICE WILL BE OPEN TUE / WED / THURS               
MORNINGS AND ON TUE AND THURS AFTERNOONS             

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

THE CHURCH WILL BE OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER  
MONDAY– FRIDAY FROM 9.00 - 10.30 AM AND FROM 4 - 5 PM 

SATURDAY 9.30 - 11.30 AM 
SUNDAY MASS TIMES AS USUAL 

Many of you have expressed your concern with regard to the financial situation 
of our parish at this time. Details of our parish bank account are below should 

you wish to donate directly. 
YOUR NEW OFFERTORY ENVELOPES MAY BE                            

COLLECTED FROM THE PRESBYTERY 
Finally, if you are a tax-payer and would wish your offering to be            

Gift Aided, please let us know and we will help to sort this out. 
WRCDT ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY FULHAM 

HSBC 69 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5EY 
Sort Code: 40-05-20 Account No.: 11263137  

NOTE ON ASH WEDNESDAY  
Distribution of Ashes in Time of Pandemic  

The Celebrant will say the usual prayer for the blessing of  the ashes. He then 
sprinkles the ashes with holy water. After which he addresses all those present 

and only once says the formula as it appears in the Roman Missal, applying it to 
all in  general: “Repent, and believe in the Gospel”, or                                        

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return”.  
 

The Priest will then cleanse his hands, puts on a face mask and distribute the  
ashes to those who come forward. Please note that the usual ‘sign of the cross’ 

will not be made on the penitent’s forehead! Be warned that the Priest is required 
to take the ashes and sprinkle them on the head of each penitent without saying 

anything. Be aware that this may cause a little to fall on your clothes!     



       When the song of the angels is stilled                                                 
               When the star in the sky is gone 
        When the Kings and the princes are home 
                     when the shepherds are back with their flocks 
                              The work of the Christian begins 
                            To find the lost, to heal the broken,                                
    To feed the hungry, to release the prisoner 
              to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among people 
                                 to make music in the heart. 

                                                              
Dear Brothers and Sisters,   

This poem by Harvard Thurman reflects the challenges of the Gospel we read this 
Sunday. In today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus declaring that the kingdom of God is 
close at hand and we also see him calling his first disciples. I think these two           
incidents are fundamentally linked. 
 
The first call of the Apostles was, I am certain, an experience of expectation and 
enthusiasm.  They left their homes and old ways of life behind and they followed 
Jesus. But this calling had its challenges and would in many ways turn their values 
and culture upside down. Look how at first, the disciples were embarrassed when 
lepers and blind people tried to get close to Jesus, but they were learning – slowly 
– that Jesus’ idea was that those who were excluded were the very ones that had 
something to teach them.  
 
The kingdom Jesus came to bring was turning their cultural and religious values 
upside down. It took beyond the resurrection for them to really understand this 
message. 
 
We too have all been called by Jesus but it is the on-going call to be faithful and 
responsive that is still challenging. Many of our cultural and religious values are 
being turned upside down, as we come to terms with living the kingdom in a post 
pandemic world. 
 
The tragedy of Covid-19 has revealed that no matter our race or religion we are all 
in the same boat, where one person’s problems are the problems of all of us. 
(Fratelli Tutti 32) Our call to follow Jesus, at this point in our history, asks us to 
look at our values anew and come to a deeper  awareness that we have to be more 
open to those from different cultures, to migrants, because only by opening our 
hearts will we truly be extending the kingdom. 
 
The call of the Apostles was not a one-off event: they were challenged again and 
again to go deeper, to change their values, and that is true for us today. Are we 
ready for the challenge to truly follow the message of Jesus? 

                                                       Deacon Wayne 

THE 200 CLUB 
THE 200 CLUB IS A WONDERFUL WAY TO SUPPORT 

OUR PARISH AND YOU EVEN HAVE THE CHANCE OF                  
WINNING A CASH PRIZE!! NOW IS THE TIME TO                   

JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND ALSO AN                
OPPORTUNITY TO BE PART OF THE FUN. 

PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING TODAY!! DETAILS FROM 
THE PARISH OFFICE - COME AND TAKE THE PLUNGE  

SOME WORDS FROM HIS EMINENCE 
In this first week of Ordinary time we read the beginning of Mark’s Gospel, a 
source of real encouragement in these difficult days. Mark introduces the ministry 
of Jesus but then, we read that Jesus, long before dawn, went off to a lonely place 
to pray. We are so blessed. We have that ‘lonely place’ on our doorstep as well as 
in our hearts. For while Jesus escaped to be more explicitly in his Father’s                   
presence we can simply place ourselves before Him in his sacramental                
presence in our church. What a blessing!  
 
At this time there is plenty of disruption in our world and in our lives. There is a 
profound sense of uncertainty and separation and the image of sickness has 
grown in our minds and our reality. As some have said recently, the threat of 
COVID is now at the doors of all of us. Yes, we know what to do, but the                
uncertainly and fear is there too. 
  
How do we address these experiences and needs? Surely simply with the name 
of Jesus. His presence can restore the coherence which we so desire. Whatever 
the disharmony, or dislocation we feel or face, there can be no other response for 
us to make than to bring it to the Lord. Only he can calm and restore. Only he can 
infuse fresh energy and love. Only he can heal and strengthen. 
  
This latest ‘lockdown’ seems to bear more heavily than the first. The sense of 
newness of the challenge has gone. Now it is simply tough going, and I want to 
thank especially, those who help so faithfully in all the tasks involved in enabling            
our churches to remain open. Hopefully the spread of the vaccine will bring some 
calm, even if we have to be patient. Finally, I turn to the Collect for this first week 
of ordinary time. It is marked by a ‘noble simplicity’ and readily bears a slight             
adjustment: ‘Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care, O Lord we 
pray, that we may see what must be done and gain strength to do what we have 
seen. Through Christ our Lord.’ 
                                                                 Amen to that!                                                      

With my best wishes and prayers,                                                  + Vincent 


