
 

 
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
Parish Mass Book Page 151                                                             1st March 2020 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 
We pray for Vince Reape and Mary Asantewaa who have died recently 

and also: Mary Whelan, Hannah and William Gaynor and deceased              
members of the Gaynor Family and all the faithful departed.. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK  
  The list of those who are sick may be found on the parish noticeboard. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
 
Today is the first Sunday of Lent. 
 
Our Gospel this Sunday sees Jesus being led into the desert. The Gospel puts it 
rather more seriously than Jesus being led into the desert! It opens with the words; 
The Spirit drove Jesus into the wilderness and remained with him for forty days. 
Why was Jesus led or driven in to the desert? 
 
The desert in Jewish history is very important. When God freed and saved the 
People of Israel from slavery in Egypt, they spent forty years in the desert.  
 
So, it is no surprise that we begin Lent with Jesus in the desert. Like his ancestors, 
he too is tried, tested and tempted. He is tempted with the false gifts of power and 
wealth. However, Jesus knows that His power and identity come from God. Jesus 
knows who he is, where he comes from and where he is going on his own journey.  
 
As we begin our own Lenten journey today, we need to recall and remember that 
we are not setting out on this journey on our own. God is with us walking by our 
side every step of way. When we are tempted, we need to follow the example of 
Jesus. He did not rely on his own strength. He turned to God and asked for help 
which he received. We will not be able to walk the Lenten journey on our own. We 
need to realise that like Jesus, we too need God’s help. Whenever we feel tired or 
ready to give up or give in, we need to turn to God for encouragement. We know 
that God will be with us during Lent as God was with Jesus when he was in the 
desert. God will never leave us alone.  
 
God Bless, 

          Deacon Wayne O’Reilly 
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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

Sat 29th     5.30 pm  Mass -  Vince Reape (RIP) 
 
Sun 1st        9.00 am  Mass -  Mary Asantewaa (RIP) 
THE FIRST   10.30 am Mass -  Sr Annie Enright (sick) 
SUNDAY OF       12 noon  Mass - Mary Whelan (RIP) 
LENT      6.00 pm  Mass - Pro Populo  
  
Mon  2nd    9.30 am  Mass - Hannah and William Gaynor + 
           deceased family members (RIP) 
Tue 3rd     9.30 am  Mass - Mary Asantewaa (RIP) 
         10.30 am  The Pieta Prayer Group 
           2.30 pm  St Anthony’s Prayer Group  
Wed 4th     9.30 am   Mass - The work of ‘World Vision’ 
             10.30 am  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
         11.30 am  Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thu 5th     9.30 am  Mass - Our Eucharistic Ministers 
Fri 6th     9.30 am  Mass - Our Parish School 
       1.00 pm  Lenten Austerity Luncheon 
       4.30 pm  Bible Study Group (in No 62) 
       7.00 pm  Stations of the Cross 
       
Sat 7th      10.00 am Mass -  The Sick and the Housebound 
         10.30 am Exposition and Holy Rosary 
            11.30 am Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
       12.30 pm Holy Baptism          
       5.30 pm  Mass -  Simon Masterson (RIP) 
 
Sun 8th       9.00 am Mass -  Pro Populo 
SECOND       10.30 am Mass -  Syl Pascall (RIP) 
SUNDAY OF       12 noon  Mass - Charles, Joan and Marie (RIP) 
LENT      6.00 pm  Mass - Health Service workers 
 

Regular Confessions: Sat 10.30 - 11am and 6.30 pm.  
Morning Prayer - Mon - Sat 30 mins before Mass  



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

PARISH        If you have not completed a Registration Form 
REGISTRATION  recently please take one and complete it now. 
 
BAPTISM     Baptism Preparation. The Baptism Registration has 
PREPARATION:   now taken place and parents will be circulated with 
        regard to the evening meetings. Further details may
        be had from the Parish Catechist. 
 
JOURNEY IN FAITH:   The Par ish RCIA Group, for  those wishing to 
          learn more about our Catholic Faith and in 
          preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
          continues to meet on Tuesday evening at 7.30  
          pm in the Presbytery. Further details about this 
          group may be obtained by speaking to Fr                    
          Dennis or to the parish office. 
 
WORD ALIVE:  The Bible Study Group will meet this coming Friday. 
       As the Church throughout the world keeps the Year of 
       the Word of God such study is of the greatest                     
       importance. New members are always welcome. 
 
PRAYER GROUPS:   The Tuesday morning prayer group meets after  
         coffee (about 10.30 am) at the Pieta Statue.  
 
The St Anthony Prayer Group: Meets regularly on Tuesday afternoon. 

COUNTING TEAM THIS WEEK - “B” 

COLLECTION FOR LAST SUNDAY 
The collection for the last Sunday of the year was: £1784 

Thank you for your generosity. 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
If you are a regular Eucharistic Minister here at St Thomas of Canterbury and 

would be available to take Holy Communion to the housebound, would you please 
speak to Fr Dennis! There is a great need for more ‘ministers’ to go out into the 

community to bring the Sacraments to those unable to get to Mass so please do con-
sider very seriously if you are able to help. Thank you for your help. 

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony 
Westminster Cathedral, Saturday 30th May 2019 at 3pm. 

The Cardinal will be inviting to this Mass those who are celebrating their 
5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th  (or any anniversary over 60)              

wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2020. If you are celebrating 
an anniversary, please give Fr Dennis, or Gerald Daly in the parish Office 
the following details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal 

address and email (or telephone number, if no email).  

THOMAS BECKET - ANNIVERSARY  
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL - Sunday 5th July 2020 
Canterbury Cathedral are celebrating the 850th anniversary of the  

martyrdom of Thomas Becket and the 800th anniversary of the Translation 
of his relics to the shrine that was consecrated in 1220. As a parish                  
dedicated to St Thomas we have been invited to attend. If you are                      

interested in going to the special service you may wish to have your name 
entered into the draw for tickets (we have 8). Please let the parish office 

have your details as soon as possible if you wish to be considered. Closing 
date 22nd March. Fr Dennis will lead the group which will travel inde-

pendently by train from Victoria Station.  

National Rededication to Jesus through Mary                                      
We are invited to prepare for a personal rededication to Jesus through 
Mary by following “33 days to Morning Glory” a special publication 
which may be accessed online. On the Feast of the Annunciation (25th 
March) there will be an opportunity to make this personal consecration 

after the morning Mass. On the following three days (26/27/28) a triduum 
of prayer will be recited after the morning Mass consisting of the Litany of 
Saints and Martyrs of England and the Holy Rosary. Finally, after all the 

Sunday Masses on Sat 28th and Sun 29th –  the formal rededication will be 
made – in line with every Catholic Cathedral in England and Wales.           
Copies of the Lenten ’Day By Day’ booklet still available                   

200 CLUB - JANUARY DRAW 
19 Pierce Ryan £133 

       1    Paul Alexander £27                                    2    Della McEnroe £27 
155    Dermot O’Sullivan £16                                   135 Vera Treacy £16 

75 Krystyna Miller £16  

PETER’S WAY OF THE CROSS 
Westminster Cathedral—Thursday 12th March 7:30 pm 

His Eminence Cardinal Vincent Nichols invites you to an evening of          
Lenten reflection and music in preparation for Easter. To be performed by 

the Westminster Lourdes Pilgrimage choir. Entrance is FREE and the 
evening is highly recommended. More details on the notice board.  


