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PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 
We pray for Syl Paschal, Vince Reape, Marcial Comesana and Paul 

Kiernan who have died recently and also: Mary Queenan, Renee Zanineri, 
Martin Dwyer, Roger Burton, Mary Whelan and all the faithful departed. 

May they rest in peace.. 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK  

  The list of those who are sick may be found on the parish noticeboard. 
They are prayed for at Mass every Saturday morning.    

My Dear Friends, 
 
It is with considerable sadness that I write to you today to let you know that 
Sue, our excellent Catechetical Co-ordinator is moving on. Sue’s work has  
always been of the highest calibre, but, as the mother of a young family the 
hours required of her were really becoming difficult to fulfil. She has kindly  
offered to continue to help out with the 1st Communion Program, and I am 
deeply grateful to her for that and for all the amazing work she has done over 
the years. Naturally, we wish her well in her new career. God bless you Sue and 
many, many thanks.                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                        
On a very different note this coming Wednesday is the start of the Season of 
Lent and now is the time for us to think about what we are going to do in these 
forty days. This is a time for sacrifice, certainly, and many of us will be looking 
carefully at what we might give up so that we may draw closer to God.  
Equally, many of us will take on something extra; a weekday Mass, the  
Stations of the Cross, time spent before the Blessed Sacrament, our austerity 
lunches. But it is above all a time for reconciliation, and for a greater awareness 
of our relationship to God. A time to return to the Father, to acknowledge our 
shortcomings and atone. “Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation.” It’s about recognizing what has kept us back from being better 
people.  
 
Finally, in the Gospel, Jesus reminds us that our repentance needs to be from 
our hearts because it’s the right thing to do, not so others can see how good we 
are! No, our sacrifices should be private, for God knows what is in our hearts, 
for only then, assuredly, our rewards will be great. 
 
Every blessing,     
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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

Sat 22nd     5.30 pm  Mass -  Our 1st Communion Children 
 
Sun 23rd       9.00 am  Mass -  Pro Populo 
THE SEVENTH   10.30 am  Mass -  Mary Queenan (RIP) 
SUNDAY OF          12 noon  Mass - Suzanne Crowley (ints) 
THE YEAR         6.00 pm  Mass - Marcial Comesana (RIP - LD)  
  
Mon  24th    9.30 am  Mass - Renee Zanineri (RIP) 
Tue 25th    9.30 am  Mass - Martin Dwyer (RIP - anniv)  
       2.30 pm  St Anthony’s Prayer Group  
Wed 26th     9.30 am   Mass with Imposition of Ashes  
ASH         11.00 am Liturgy of Ashing at St Thomas’ School  
WEDNESDAY  12.00 pm Funeral Mass - Syl Paschal (RIP) 
       8.00 pm  Mass with Imposition of Ashes 
        both Masses will be offered for our keeping of Lent 
Thu 27th    9.30 am  Mass - Roger Burton (RIP - anniv) 
Fri 28th     9.30 am  Mass - Our Parish Volunteers 
       1.00 pm  Lenten Austerity Luncheon 
       7.00 pm  Stations of the Cross 
       
Sat 29th     10.00 am Mass -  The Sick and the Housebound 
         10.30 am Exposition and Holy Rosary 
            11.30 am Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
       5.30 pm  Mass -  Vince Reape (RIP - LD) 
 
Sun 1st        9.00 am  Mass -  Pro Populo 
THE FIRST   10.30 am Mass -  Our Confirmation Candidates 
SUNDAY OF       12 noon  Mass - Mary Whelan (RIP) 
LENT      6.00 pm  Mass - The Keeping of Lent  
 

Regular Confessions: Sat 10.30 - 11am and 6.30 pm.  
Morning Prayer - Mon - Sat 30 mins before Mass  



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

PARISH        If you have not completed a Registration Form 
REGISTRATION  recently please take one and complete it now. 
 
BAPTISM     Baptism Preparation. The Baptism Registration has 
PREPARATION:   now taken place and parents will be circulated with 
        regard to the evening meetings. Further details may
        be had from the Parish Catechist. 
 
JOURNEY IN FAITH:   The Par ish RCIA Group, for  those wishing to 
          learn more about our Catholic Faith and in 
          preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
          continues to meet on Tuesday evening at 7.30  
         pm in the Presbytery. Further details about this 
         group may be obtained by speaking to Fr Dennis 
         or to the parish office. 
 
WORD ALIVE:  The Bible Study Group will meet this coming Friday. 
       As the Church throughout the world keeps the Year of 
       the Word of God such study is of the greatest                     
       importance. New members are always welcome. 
 
PRAYER GROUPS:   The Tuesday morning prayer group meets after  
         coffee (about 10.30 am) at the Pieta Statue.  
 
The St Anthony Prayer Group: Meets regularly on Tuesday afternoon. 

COUNTING TEAM THIS WEEK - “A” 

COLLECTION FOR LAST SUNDAY 
The collection for the last Sunday of the year was: £1402.70 

Thank you for your generosity. 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
If you are a regular Eucharistic Minister here at St Thomas of Canterbury and 

would be available to take Holy Communion to the housebound, would you please 
speak to Fr Dennis! There is a great need for more ‘ministers’ to go out into the 

community to bring the Sacraments to those unable to get to Mass so please do con-
sider very seriously if you are able to help. Thank you for your help. 

PARISH CATECHISTS 
We need to recruit extra catechists for our catechetical programmes -  

Communion, Confirmation and Baptism preparation! You do not have to 
have a degree in theology - just a real and genuine desire to pass on your 

Catholic faith - please speak to Fr Dennis or Sue if you can help. 

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony 
Westminster Cathedral, Saturday 30th May 2019 at 3pm. 

The Cardinal will be inviting to this Mass those who are celebrating 
their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th  (or any anniversary 

over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic mar r iage in 2020. If 
you are celebrating an anniversary, please give Fr Dennis, or Gerald 
Daly in the parish Office the following details: husband and wife’s 
names, wedding date, full postal address and email (or telephone 

number, if no email).  

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES    
25th to 31st JULY 2020 

Once again Cardinal Vincent Nichols will lead the Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes. This is a truly wonderful week of prayer, intercession, and fun! 
More details and booking forms about this wonderful pilgrimage, are on 

the newspaper table. Do help yourself. Further information with regard to 
this week can be had from Fr Dennis or Gerald in the parish office.   

National Rededication to Jesus through Mary                                      
Catholics in England are invited from next Friday to prepare for a                  

personal rededication to Jesus through Mary by following “33 days 
to Morning Glory” a special publication which can be viewed 

online and easily downloaded as a pdf. On the Feast of the                       
Annunciation (25th March) there will be an opportunity to make this 
personal consecration after the morning Mass, and on the following 
three days (26/27/28) a triduum of prayer will be recited after the 
morning Mass consisting of the Litany of Saints and Martyrs of 

England and the Holy Rosary. Finally, after all the Sunday Masses 
on Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th –  the formal rededication will be 
made – in line with every Catholic Cathedral in England and Wales. 
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