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PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 
We pray for Elizabeth O’Sullivan, Teresa Daly, Mgr John Klyberg and 

Catherine O’Hare who have died recently and we remember also: June and 
Richard Ogundiran, Paddy Mooney, Patricia McNelis, Michael O’Sullivan 

and all the faithful departed. May they rest in peace.. 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK  

  The list of those who are sick may be found on the parish noticeboard. 
They are prayed for at Mass every Saturday morning.    

My Dear Friends, 
 
As a young man I was very lucky to grow up on the deeply Catholic island of   
Malta. Every day I would look out from the front of our home to the village 
square opposite and would notice with joy and thanksgiving the daily              
procession of people going to Mass. Furthermore, I knew that when I got to 
university for lectures starting at 8.15 am, some 18+ of the 24 students in my 
year group would have been to Mass even before they got to class - particularly 
impressive for students!! How I wish it was like that over here! 
 
All those people were there, of course, because of their profound faith and their 
love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, and their knowledge of how Christ’s 
‘real presence’ in the elements of the Eucharist, sustained them every day. And 
as I think of them I am reminded of the words of St Therese of Lisieux: "Do you 
realize that Jesus is there in the tabernacle expressly for you - for you alone? He burns 
with the desire to come into your heart...don't listen to the demon, laugh at him, and go 
without fear to receive the Jesus of peace and love.” Truly wonderful words which I 
hope might inspire more of us, here at St Thomas, to try and get to Mass          
during the week. The gift of Christ’s Body and Blood is there for us every day 
too, do not let us ignore it, however busy we may say our lives are! 
 
Finally, this coming Friday the morning Mass is to have a special focus of 
peace and reconciliation. Much has been said and written about the UK’s      
departure from the European Union, and much of it has been lacking in charity 
and love. We shall offer this Mass praying for a new beginning for our nation; 
for greater acceptance of each other’s views and a genuine desire to move             
forward together in love and charity. 
 
Every blessing,  
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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

Sat 25th       10.30 am  Exposition and Holy Rosary 
       11.30 am  Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
         5.30 pm  Mass -  The Faithful Departed  
 
Sun 26th     9.00 am  Mass -  Pro Populo  
THIRD      10.30 am  Mass -  Our Parish School 
SUNDAY   12 noon  Mass - June + Richard Ogundiran (RIP)
OF THE     6.00 pm  Mass - 1st Communion Children      
YEAR   
 
Mon  27th    9.30 am  Mass - Paddy Mooney (RIP) 
Tue 28th   9.30 am  Mass - Teresa Daly (RIP) 
        10.30 am  Pieta Prayer Group 
      2.30 pm  St Anthony’s Prayer Group  
Wed 29th    9.30 am   Mass - Patricia McNelis (RIP - anniv) 
Thu 30th     9.30 am Mass - Michael O’Sullivan (RIP) 
Fri 31st     9.30 am Mass of Reparation and Healing 
       
Sat 1st       10.00 am  Mass -  The Sick and the Housebound 
Feb      10.30 am  Exposition and Holy Rosary 
       11.30 am  Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
       12.30 pm  Holy Baptism 
         5.30 pm  Mass - Teresa Daly (RIP)  
 
Sun 2nd        9.00 am  Mass -  Elizabeth O’Sullivan (RIP)  
THE             10.30 am  Mass -  Pro Populo 
PRESENTATION   12 noon  Mass - “Let The Children Live” 
OF THE       6.00 pm  Mass -  Fr Gerry Breen (RIP)   
LORD 

Regular Confessions: Sat 10.30 - 11am and 6.30 pm.  
Morning Prayer - Mon - Sat 30 mins before Mass  

 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

PARISH        If you have not completed a Registration Form 
REGISTRATION  recently please take one and complete it now. 
 
BAPTISM     Baptism Preparation. Parents please note that the  
PREPARATION:   next Registration Evening is to be on Monday 17th 
        February at 7.30 pm. Please be sure to ring the   
        Presbytery to register your interest and attendance. 
 
JOURNEY IN FAITH:   The Par ish RCIA Group, for  those wishing to 
         learn more about our Catholic Faith and in 
         preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
         continues to meet on Tuesday evening in the  
         Presbytery. Further details about this group may 
         be obtained by speaking to Fr Dennis or to the  
         parish office. 
 
WORD ALIVE:  The Bible Study Group will start to meet again this  
       coming Friday at 4.30 pm at no 62. As the Church  
       throughout the world prepares to keep a special Year 
       of the Word of God such meetings are very important. 
 
PRAYER GROUPS:   The Tuesday morning prayer group meets after  
         coffee (about 10.30 am) at the Pieta Statue.  
 
The St Anthony Prayer Group: Meets regularly on Tuesday afternoon. 

COUNTING TEAM THIS WEEK - “A” 

COLLECTION FOR LAST SUNDAY 
The collection for the last Sunday of the year was: £1607 

The Standing Orders for December came to £3986  
Thank you for your generosity. 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 
Fr Dennis has been asked to lead a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in June of 
next year from the 16th - 23rd. A visit to the Holy Land is the journey of a 

lifetime and a truly spiritual experience, for to visit and pray where Our 
Lord lived, died and rose for us is a truly life-changing experience! After a 
most successful first meetingextra copies of the pilgrimage itinerary and 

Booking Forms may be collected from the parish office. 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
If you are a regular Eucharistic Minister here at St Thomas of Canterbury 

and would be available to take Holy Communion to the housebound, would 
you please speak to Fr Dennis! There is a great need for more ‘ministers’ to 
go out into the community to bring the Sacraments to those unable to get to 

Mass so please do consider very seriously if you are able to help.  
Thank you for your help. 

PARISH CATECHISTS 
We need to recruit extra catechists for our catechetical programmes -  

Communion, Confirmation and Baptism preparation! You do not have to 
have a degree in theology - just a real desire to pass on your Catholic faith 

- please speak to Fr Dennis, Fr Linferd or Sue if you can help. 

THE 200 CLUB 
It’s that time of the year to renew your 200 Club membership. For those 

not paying by Standing Order please pay by cheque or cash for £60 to the 
Parish Office. Make your cheques payable to St Thomas of Canterbury 
200 Club. New members are most welcome - application forms at the 

church door by the Presbytery.  

LET THE CHILDREN LIVE 
Let The Children Live! is a charity that works in Colombia with children 
from the streets and shanty-towns of the city of Medellín. These children 

were once called ‘the disposable ones’ and although that name is no longer 
used they are still at high risk. Let The Children Live! is at present work-

ing with 320 very vulnerable boys and girls in this city. For most of them it 
is their last hope. Their ages range from babies to teenagers and they are 
often unloved and unwanted; even  beaten, robbed, raped and sometimes 
murdered. The charity, which was founded by Fr Peter Walters, who will 
be visiting us next weekend, aims to safeguard the lives of these children, 
and to make their lives worth living by giving them love, education and a  

future. A retiring collection will be taken up after all Masses 

LOOKING AHEAD 
This weekend sees the start of ‘The God Who Speaks’ initiative for 

The Year of the Word 2020 
I would like to draw your attention especially to two events: The Blessing 
of Bibles which will take place at all Masses this Sunday and the Scripture 

Road Show at Westminster Cathedral from 30th January to the 1st            
February. There are many other events planned for this important year 

which can be viewed online at godwhospeaks.uk  


