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PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 
We pray for Michael O’Sullivan, Teresa Daly and Catherine O’Hare who 

have died recently and we remember also: Mary Mackreel, Pat Keogh,  
Tony Furlong, Tommy Griffith, June and Richard Ogundiran and all the 

faithful departed. May they rest in peace.. 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK  

  The list of those who are sick may be found on the parish noticeboard. 
They are prayed for at Mass every Saturday morning.    

My Dear Friends, 
 
Only last Sunday we kept the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, and this  
weekend we're being reminded of that moment because it’s the curtain-raiser to 
Jesus’ earthly ministry of leading us back to his Father. Jesus did this by doing  
good, by touching human lives, healing people, freeing them from the darkness 
of sin and directing them to live lives worthy of their calling; and the message 
for us is that we’ve been chosen to continue this saving work.  
 
At the moment of our baptism the seed of God's life was planted within us. 
That moment was the start of our conversion for Baptism is a dedication of self 
to the call of Jesus. To follow the way traced out by Christ demands a loving 
personal response on our part. So, this is a time for all of us to reflect on the 
extent to which Christ has penetrated our thoughts and influenced our              
behaviour. For we are what we do and how many of us can honestly say that 
we are leading lives which are worthy of our baptismal calling?  
 
The power of God is at work and incredibly active in the depth of our being 
when we open our hearts to others, for we preach not by words only but by the 
way we live and by the effort we exert to make the world a better place by our 
presence. The example we display in our everyday lives paves the way for 
Christ in others. So, let us pray for a greater insight into our role in Christ's 
mission. God works through ordinary people like us! As the baptism ceremony 
states, 'We are to walk always as children of the light, keeping the flame of faith   
burning brightly within our hearts'. Being a disciple of Christ demands              
outstanding service, and it costs no less than everything. 
 
Every blessing,  
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 

Sat 18th        10.00 am  Mass - The Sick and the Housebound 
        10.30 am  Exposition and Benediction 
        12.30 am  Holy Baptism  
      5.30 pm  Mass - Mary Mackreel (RIP anniv)    
 
Sun 19th     9.00 am  Mass -  Pro Populo  
SECOND     10.30 am  Mass -  Gemma, Tony, Edward and Bobby 
SUNDAY             Courtney (ints)     
OF THE     12 noon  Mass -  Margaret Lipka (ints)  
YEAR    6.00 pm  Mass -  The Nation of Australia  
 
Mon  20th    9.30 am  Mass - Martin Kinsella (ints) 
Tue 21st   9.30 am  Mass - Tony Furlong (RIP) 
        10.30 am  Pieta Prayer Group 
      2.30 pm  St Anthony’s Prayer Group  
Wed 22nd   9.30 am   Mass - Pauline Guest (B’day int)  
Thu 23rd     9.30 am Mass - Tommy Griffith (RIP) 
Fri 24th     9.30 am Mass - Catherine O’Hare (RIP) 
       12 noon Funeral Mass - Michael O’Sullivan (RIP) 
 
Sat 25th       10.00 am  Mass -  The Sick and the Housebound 
       10.30 am  Exposition and Holy Rosary 
       11.30 am  Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
         5.30 pm  Mass -  The Faithful Departed  
 
Sun 26th     9.00 am  Mass -  Pro Populo  
THIRD      10.30 am  Mass -  Our Parish School 
SUNDAY   12 noon  Mass - June + Richard Ogundiran (RIP)
OF THE     6.00 pm  Mass - 1st Communion Children      
YEAR     

Regular Confessions: Sat 10.30 - 11am and 6.30 pm.  
Morning Prayer - Mon - Sat 30 mins before Mass  



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

PARISH        If you have not completed a Registration Form 
REGISTRATION  recently please take one and complete it now. 
 
BAPTISM     Baptism Preparation. Parents please note that the  
PREPARATION:   next Registration Evening is to be on Monday 17th 
        February at 7.30 pm. Please be sure to ring the   
        Presbytery to register your interest. 
 
JOURNEY IN FAITH:   It is, once again, the time of the year  when  
         those adults who have not been Confirmed are  
         encouraged to Consider reception of this   
         important Sacrament. Please let Fr Dennis know 
         if you are Interested in  being part of such a   
         group? The classes are likely to  be on a Tuesday 
         evening and are due to begin very soon. 
 
WORD ALIVE:  The Bible Study Group will start to meet again this  
       coming Friday at 4.30 pm at no 62. As the Church  
       throughout the world prepares to keep a special Year 
       of the Word of God such meetings are very important. 
 
PRAYER GROUPS:   The Tuesday morning prayer group meets after  
         coffee (about 10.30 am) at the Pieta Statue.  
 
The St Anthony Prayer Group: Meets regularly on Tuesday afternoon. 

COUNTING TEAM THIS WEEK - “B” 

COLLECTION FOR LAST SUNDAY 
The collection for the last Sunday of the year was: £1686 

The Standing Orders for December came to £3986  
Thank you for your generosity. 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 
Fr Dennis has been asked to lead a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in June of 
next year from the 16th - 23rd. A visit to the Holy Land is the journey of a 

lifetime and a truly spiritual experience, for to visit and pray where Our 
Lord lived, died and rose for us is a truly life-changing experience! If you 

are at all interested in being part of this group then come along to the  
Parish Hall (no 62) on Friday 24th to meet with Fr Dennis. 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
If you are a regular Eucharistic Minister here at St Thomas of Canterbury 

and would be available to take Holy Communion to the housebound, would 
you please speak to Fr Dennis! There is a great need for more ‘ministers’ to 
go out into the community to bring the Sacraments to those unable to get to 

Mass so please do consider very seriously if you are able to help.  
Thank you for your help. 

PARISH CATECHISTS 
We need to recruit extra catechists for our catechetical programmes -  

Communion, Confirmation and Baptism preparation! You do not have to 
have a degree in theology - just a real desire to pass on your Catholic faith 

- please speak to Fr Dennis, Fr Linferd or Sue if you can help. 

THE 200 CLUB 
It’s that time of the year to renew your 200 Club membership. For those 

not paying by Standing Order please pay by cheque or cash for £60 to the 
Parish Office. Make your cheques payable to St Thomas of Canterbury 
200 Club. New members are most welcome - application forms at the 

church door by the Presbytery.  

SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE UNBORN 
This weekend we shall be taking up the annual collection for the work of 

SPUC - The Society for the Protection of the Unborn.  
There objectives are to affirm, defend and promote the existence and value 

of human life from the moment of conception until natural death. To  
reassert the principle laid down in the "Declaration of the Rights of the 
Child" that "the child, by reason of his physical and mental immaturity, 

needs special safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protection, 
before as well as after birth.” Also, to defend, assist and promote the life 
and welfare of mothers during pregnancy and of their children from the 

time of conception up to, during and after birth. It is our privilege to help 
this wonderful society in their task. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Next weekend sees the start of ‘The God Who Speaks’ 

The Year of the Word 2020 
I would like to draw your attention especially to two events: The Blessing 

of Bibles at all Masses next Sunday and the Scripture Road Show at  
Westminster Cathedral from 30th January to the 1st February. There are 
many other events planned for this important year which can be viewed 

online at godwhospeaks.uk  


