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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Sat 7th       10.00 am  Mass -  The Sick and the Housebound 
       10.30 am  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
       11.30 am  Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
      5.30 pm  Mass - Teresa Long (ints) 
                                               St Thomas Friends for Friends carols in no 
          62 immediately after Mass - all welcome. 
 
Sun 8th Dec   9.00 am  Mass - Barbara James (ints) 
SECOND     10.30 am  Mass - Pro Populo 
SUNDAY        12 noon  Mass - Rita Andall (RIP) 
OF ADVENT      6.00 pm  Mass -  Kathleen Culkin (RIP )      
 
Mon  9th    9.30 am  Mass - Lloyd During (RIP) 
Tue 10th     9.30 am  Mass - Mary Andoh (RIP) 

Wed 11th       9.30 am  Mass - Tavella family (ints) 
        10.30 am  Mass at Lygon House - all welcome 
Thu 12th     9.30 am  Mass - Nanette O’Donoghue (LD - RIP) 
Fri 13th         9.30 am  Mass - Mary Ryan (RIP) 
 
Sat 14th       10.00 am  Mass -  The Sick and the Housebound 
       10.30 am  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
       11.30 am  Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
      5.30 pm  Mass - Maria Czyzewska (RIP) 
 
Sun 15th Dec   9.00 am  Mass - Agnes Nolan (RIP) 
THIRD      10.30 am  Mass - Jacqueline Simpson (LD - RIP) 
SUNDAY        12 noon  Mass - Gerald Simpson (RIP) 
OF ADVENT      6.00 pm  Mass -  Pro Populo        
      

Regular Confessions: Sat 10.30 - 11am and 6.30 pm.  
Morning Prayer - Mon - Sat 30 mins before Mass  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 
We pray for Jacqueline Simpson and Nanette O’Donoghue who have died 
recently and we remember also at Mass in this coming week: Rita Andall,  

Kathleen Culkin, Lloyd During, Mary Andoh, Mary Ryan, Maria 
Czyzewska, Agnes Nolan, Gerald Simpson and all the faithful departed.   

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK  

  The list of those who are sick may be found on the parish noticeboard. 
They are prayed for at Mass every Saturday morning.    

My Dear Friends, 
 
This second week in Advent draws us into the possibilities of real peace for us and 
our world. And yet, ironically, there is so much at this time of year that works 
against it; and one is led to ask: what would it mean if we really began to embrace 
Christ’s Advent message of peace?  
 
That dream may seem like a fantasy in a world in which so many issues divide us – 
“pro-life” or “pro-choice”, “rich” or “poor”. And it’s tempting to define the world in 
terms like that, but when we do, all we do is deepen the enmity between us, for 
ultimately justice is not something that can be achieved by alienation and division 
and by taking sides, and whilst there are real evils that must be resisted, it’s wise 
to remember St Paul’s words that it’s not the people we fight so much as the 
“principalities and powers”.  
 
In so many ways we attempt to create peace for ourselves, forgetting that without 
God this is simply not possible. We think we can find peace by excluding those 
who challenge and disagree with us, only to find our safe community growing 
smaller and smaller, until we only have ourselves to agree with. We think we can 
find joy and abundance by amassing money and ‘things’, only to discover our  
planet dying around us. We think we can find love by turning inward and making 
our own needs more important than our relationships, only to find that our self-
absorption leaves us alone and empty. If we are to know peace, the real peace that 
only Christ can bring, then we need to change how we do things. We must allow 
ourselves to create peace not just for ourselves but for others, by tolerance and  
understanding. Then we discover that God’s reign is truly within us, and if we  
embrace a Christ-like and peace filled way of living we reflect the light of God’s 
love. 
                                                                                                                                     
Every blessing, 

CHURCH OF  ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 
 60 Rylston Rd, Fulham, SW6 7HW:  

020 7385 4040   
 Email: fulham@rcdow.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Dennis Touw-Tempelmans Plat  
Asst. Priest: Fr Linferd Fernandes  

Parish Deacon: The Rev Wayne O’Reilly 
   Parish Administrator: Mr Gerald Daly 

Catechetical Co-ordinator: Sue Lutchmansingh 
Email address: fulhamcatechist@rcdow.org.uk 

Safeguarding Representative: Mr David Belcher 
Website: https://stthomasfulham.com 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

PARISH        If you have not completed a Registration Form 
REGISTRATION  recently please take one and complete it now. 
 
BAPTISM     Baptism Preparation - parents are asked to keep 
PREPARATION:   their eyes on the parish newsletter for the date of  
        the next course which will take lace in the new  
        year. 
 
JOURNEY IN FAITH:   It is, once again, the time of the year when those  
         adults who have not been Confirmed are encouraged 
         to Consider their reception of this important    
         Sacrament. Please let the Parish Office know if you 
         are Interested in being part of such a group? 
 
WORD ALIVE:  The Bible Study Group will not meet now until after 
       the Christmas holidays. Details, as always, in the   
       newsletter. 
 
PRAYER GROUPS:   The Tuesday morning prayer group meets after  
         coffee (about 10.30 am) at the Pieta Statue.  
 
The St Anthony Prayer Group: Meets regularly on Tuesday afternoon. 

COUNTING TEAM THIS WEEK - “B” 

COLLECTION FOR LAST SUNDAY 
£1885.66  and the Standing Orders for October  
came to £3127 Thank you for your generosity. 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 
Fr Dennis has been asked to lead a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in June of 
next year from the 16th - 23rd. If you are at all interested in being part of 
that pilgrimage group then please let him know. There will be further de-
tails available after Christmas. A visit to the Holy Land is the journey of a 
lifetime and a truly spiritual experience, for  to visit and pray where Our 

Lord lived, died and rose for us is a truly life-changing experience!   

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
If you are a regular Eucharistic Minister here at St Thomas of Canterbury and 

would be available to take Holy Communion to the housebound, would you please 
speak to Fr Dennis! There is a great need for more ‘ministers’ to go out into the 

community to bring the Sacraments to those unable to get to Mass so please do con-
sider very seriously if you are able to help. Thank you for your help. 

HELP NEEDED                                                                                                
During this coming week the Christmas tree will arrive, and as     
always help is needed putting it up! If you are able to come and 

help, then please join us in church after next Sunday evening Mass 
(about 7 pm) and then we can get on and do it.                                                

FURTHER HELP NEEDED                                                                              
We are hoping to polish the silver and brass (vessels and candlesticks) in 
preparation for our Christmas festivities too. If you are able to help on the 

morning of Friday 20th (after the  morning Mass - about 10 am) please 
come along. As always - many hands make light work!! 

PARISH CATECHISTS 
We are still looking to recruit extra catechists for all of our                        

catechetical programmes - Communion, Confirmation and Baptism               
Preparation! Remember, you do not have to have a degree in theology - 

just a real desire to pass on your Catholic faith - please speak to Fr Dennis, 
Fr Linferd or Sue if you can help. 

DIOCESAN YEAR BOOKS AND  
CHRISTMAS SERVICE CARDS 

The new edition of the Diocesan Year book is on sale at the newspaper 
table £4.50 plain copy £5.00 for a ring-bound version. Have you taken a 
Christmas service card home with you yet? The times of all our liturgies 

for the Christmas season can be found there. Available at both doors. 

 ACN CHRISTMAS CARD AND GIFT SALE  
There will be an opportunity after all the Masses this Sunday to purchase Christ-

mas cards with a proper Christian theme, as well as many other gifts. Please         
support the sale and help the work of Aid to the Church in Need. Once again thank 

you for your generous support both for this and last week’s Holy Land gifts. 

BAMBINELLI SUNDAY 
December 15th, 10.30 am Mass 

On the Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) children and adults 
bring their baby Jesus figures from their homes to St Peter’s Square where 

they are  blessed by the Holy Father. 
This year we will also celebrate Bambinelli Sunday and all children and 

families are invited to bring the Baby Jesus from their home to be              
blessed at the end of the 10.30 am Mass. 


