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PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: 
Julianna Ajeigbe, Alice Keaveney, James Ward, Jimmy Martin, Patrick 
Boylan, Godwin Charles, Cathie Kelly, Michael Norton, Mel McCabe, 

Thomas Giblin, Dan Connolly, Iain Millar, Mary Boyle 
- all of whom will be prayed for at Mass this week.                   

                      PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK:  
       These are usually prayed for at the next Saturday morning Mass at the 

10.00 am Mass 
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SERVICES FOR THIS COMING WEEK 

Sat  17  10.00 am  Mass for the Sick 
     5.30 pm   VIGIL MASS -  Jimmy Martin RIP 
SUN  18  TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
     9.00 am   Mass - Godwin Charles RIP 
     10.30 am  Mass - Cathie Kelly RIP 
     12 noon   Mass - Pro Populo 
     6.00 pm   Mass - Michael Norton RIP 
Mon   19  9.30 am   Mass - Mel McCabe RIP 
Tue    20  9.30 am   Mass - Thomas Giblin RIP 
Wed      21  9.30 am   Mass - Dan Connolly RIP 
Thurs 22  9.30 am   Mass - Iain Millar RIP 
Fri  23  9.30 am   Mass - Elsa Hastick (Ints) 
Sat  24  10.00 am  Mass for the Sick 
     5.30 pm   VIGIL MASS - Mary Boyle RIP 
SUN  25  TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
     9.00 am   Mass - Aurelio Rosa RIP 
     10.30 am  Mass - Veronica Ikezue RIP 
     12 noon   Mass -  Bunmi Adedayo RIP 
     6.00 pm   Mass -  Pro Populo 
 

Regular Confessions: Sat 10.30 - 11am and after the evening  
Mass on that day - until 6.30 pm.  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,  
Rosary and Benediction:   Saturday 10.30 - 11.30 am 

Friends, this is something I want to share with you: 
 
When I was in my country I met Jose: a humble carpenter from a very poor  
background. He had a boy, a girl and a beautiful wife. 
 
When his daughter Alison was 11 Jose decided to take the family on Christmas 
holidays. New Year’s Eve 2012 was for Jose the most beautiful of his life. He took 
his family to eat out. His daughter had a hamburger in the afternoon. Later on she 
asked for sausage and chips. Jose was surprised to see her so hungry! But he gave 
her all she wanted. He had nothing to eat. She asked: “are you not eating Dad?” He 
said: “I’m  full”. The truth is that he had run out of money. On their way to the 
place they were staying at, his daughter embraced him and told him “I love you 
Dad”.  He felt like the wealthiest man on earth. When they reached the place 
where they were staying at, they sat outside to watch the fireworks.  Suddenly Jose 
saw a black spot in her daughter’s forehead. In some places in Colombia people 
shoot guns in the air as a sign of celebration. A lost bullet had hit Alison in the 
head. She died soon after in a hospital. Jose was shattered. He quarrelled with God.  
Eventually, however, his faith in Jesus and in the love that is stronger than death 
came back to him. Today he is certain: his beloved daughter Alison together with 
those he has loved all through his life are waiting for him in heaven.  
 
Now Jose visits prisons speaking of how a deprived background is no excuse to do 
the wrong thing, of the blessing of having a family and having faith in Jesus: in the 
love that is stronger than death.     
 
Many baptised Catholics rarely have contact with their local parish and the  
number of people who identify themselves as having 'no religion' is on the rise. 
This means that many people are missing out in the joy of knowing the love that is 
stronger than death.  As we mark today Home Mission Sunday, let us pray that 
more and more people in our parish come to experience this joy. 

Fr Oscar 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION:  If you have not completed a Parish  
Registration Form within the past two years or  your  details have changed, 
we ask you to do so as soon as possible. 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION:  The next course will take place in the  
Autumn. Full details will be available nearer the time.  
 
CONFIRMATION: A new course will begin after  the summer  for  those 
youngsters in year 9 or above.  
 
WEDDINGS: We need at least 6 months notice and would remind you 
that late applications may not be processed in time.  
 
JOURNEY IN FAITH: For  those wishing to become Catholics or  for   
Catholics who would like to know more about the faith please speak to  
Fr Dennis.   

THIS WEEK’S COLLECTION: 
Thank you very much for: £1560.63. August Standing Orders were: 

£3303.00. 

Fr Oscar writes: 
Hello, my name is Oscar Ardila. I am 40 years old and come from Colombia, 
South America. From a young age I wanted to be an actor. I went to drama 
school for 4 years and worked in the theatre for 3 until I first came to  
London in 2001. Here, as I discovered that there isn’t a greater character to 
play than the person of Jesus Christ and that there isn’t a more beautiful and 
life changing message to share than his gospel, I realised that God was  
calling me to play a different part in life: he was calling me to act in the  
person of his son Jesus Christ as a priest at the service of his Church. I  
started formation at Allen Hall in 2004, spent two years in mission in  
Sweden and received the blessing of being ordained a priest of the Catholic 
Church for the diocese of Westminster by Cardinal Vincent Nichols on June 
the 29th 2013 in the Cathedral where I had happily served as deacon for one 
year. After serving as priest in Cricklewood, Burnt Oak and more recently  
spending a year in my own country, I am happy to return to the diocese to 
serve as assistant priest in the parish of St Thomas of Canterbury. I had the  
pleasure of visiting this parish several times during my formation when both 
Fr Norbert and Fr Paul were parish priests and was always impressed by the 
warmth and generosity of its parishioners. Please pray that I may be able to 
serve as God wants me to serve this parish and assist Fr. Dennis in his  
mission. I am very much looking forward to get to know you and serve you.  
    Best wishes and prayers, Oscar.      

COUNTING THIS WEEK:   
A Team 

FR DENNIS 
Fr Dennis has had two operations this week but is now on the mend and 

hopes to be home very soon. Please keep him in your prayers.  

FR JAVIER 
Fr Javier’s departure is of course, a source of great sadness to all of  
us and our prayers go with him as he takes up his new post as Parish 

Priest in Bow! I feel sure that many of us would like to show our  
gratitude to Fr Javier, in some tangible way. If you wish to join in with 
this initiative then I would ask you to place your offering in a clearly 

marked envelope and pop it through the presbytery letter box. I would 
also like to draw to your attention to the very important Mass and  

reception for Fr Javier to be held on Friday September 30th at 7.30 pm. 
If you can help in any way with the catering, please give your name and 

phone number to Mary, our parish administrator. 
FR JAVIER’s CONTACT DETAILS 

From 1st Sept, Fr Javier’s contact details are: Our Lady & St Catherine, 
177 Bow Road, E3 2SG, 0208 980 3961 email javierruiz@rcdow.org.uk 

Fr Javier will be inducted as Parish Priest in Bow on Sunday 25th  
September at 11.30 am. All are most welcome. 

 

THE 12-0-CLOCK CHOIR are looking to recruit fur ther  
members!  

If you are interested in becoming a part of this increasingly committed 

1ST RECONCILIATION AND 1ST HOLY COMMUNION 
If your children are in Year 3 they need to Register for 1st  

Reconciliation now. Forms are available from Fr Oscar and Fr  
Dennis after Sunday Mass each weekend. All such forms must be  

completed and returned to Sue, our parish catechetical  
co-ordinator, by September 25th – late applications will not be accepted. 


